
City of Baraboo 
Splashpad Advisory Committee 

February 3, 2020 – Minutes 
 
 

Present:  Chantel Steinhorst, Angela Witczak, Owen Mergen, Stephanie Wagner, Jasmine Schoenoff & Mike Hardy  
 

Steinhorst called the meeting to order at 5:30pm. Legal Posting of the Agenda had been met.  
 

Witczak moved to approve the agenda as printed, seconded by Mergen.  Motion carried. 
 
Witczak moved to approve minutes of the January 6, 2020 regular meeting, seconded by Wagner, motion carried. 
 
 

Action Items:  Discussion centered around those sites that remained after several options were eliminated at the last meeting.  
Weber, Steinhorst, Mary Hoppe and Mary Rountree Evans park sites were all eliminated as secondary options.  Further 
discussion focused on Attridge and Langer Park sites.   
The Attridge site was noted as grant-eligible, along the Riverwalk, central to most of Baraboo and West Baraboo, visible, and 
space available.  Also, a restroom/shelter building is already in city plans for future construction.  The downsides were concerns 
of the river being nearby where kids may be tempted to play in, in which a fence could be installed along with more trees and 
shrubs to deter the route to the river. 
The Langer site was noted as an opportunity to revitalize an older, under-utilized park.  The park is central to Baraboo, has 
space and restrooms/shelter already available.  Discussion continued on exact placement and how much the current ice rink is 
used.  While use has been down significantly the last few years due to short seasons because of unseasonably warm winters, 
it was noted that eventually colder winters could return and allow for ice to be maintained longer.  The downside include less 
grant assistance likely and a little more “off the beaten path”.   
Both sites would need additional parking, however Attridge will be receiving a parking expansion in 2020. 
Wagner moved to recommend Attridge Park as the preferred option to the Parks Commission, with Langer Park as the second 
choice.  Seconded by Steinhorst.  Motion carried. 
Discussion on fundraising ideas along with a target project price revealed that members wanted a design done that could be 
used to solicit donations.  Hardy showed members samples of existing splashpads and approximate costs, however noted that 
site preparation, soil, utilities, etc. can affect pricing as well as the fact that custom theming (i.e. Circus) would affect the pricing 
if that was desired.  Hardy continued by suggesting that a project could be designed for a larger total, but completed in phases 
– i.e. a $600,000 project could be designed, but could be completed in a couple of phases so that after the first $200-$250,000 
is raised the first phase could be built, so that donors wouldn’t have to wait 8-10 years for a larger amount to be raised before 
kids could use it. After discussing various levels, it was decided to start with a mid-range of $500,000 to target with the ability 
to expand if donations came in better than expected.  Witczak moved to recommend initial goal of $500,000 for the splashpad 
project to the Parks Commission, seconded by Mergen.  Motion carried. 
 
 

Next Regular Meeting:  March 2, 2020 at 5:30pm. 
 

Witczak moved to adjourn, Schoenoff seconded. Motion carried 
 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Hardy, Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director 


