
Administrative Committee July 6, 2020
Present: Alderpersons John Ellington, Heather Kierzek & Kathleen Thurow
Absent: None
Also Present: Mayor Palm, Finance Director, Cynthia Haggard; Police Chief, Mark Schauf; City Clerk, Brenda Zeman; and

City Attorney, Emily Truman.
Citizen Present: Geri Pettersen and her daughter

The meeting was called to order by Chairman John Ellington at 8:00AM CST., with roll call and noting compliance with the Open
Meetings Law.

Motion by Kierzek to approve the minutes of June 1, 2020 and June 18, 2020, seconded by Thurow and unanimously carried.

Motion by Kierzek to approve agenda, seconded by Thurow and unanimously carried.

Review and possible recommendation to Council to update Section 12.01(6) of the City Code regarding the expiration date for
licenses and permits.

City Attorney Truman stated that the change was simply changing the expiration date from December 30th to December 31st.

Motion to recommend to Council to update Section 12.01(6) of the City Code regarding the expiration date for licenses and permits
by Thurow, seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried.

Review and possible recommendation to Council to adopt a new Chapter in the City Code dedicated to ordinances regulating
animals, and to instruct the City Attorney to:

 Update the Municipal Code to include the new Chapter
 Make the corresponding updates to §25.10, “Bond Schedule for Ordinance Violations,”
 Change all of the ordinances moved in their entirety to the proposed new Chapter to “Reserved,” for future Code use, with

the exception of §§12.08A and 12.13(M) which can be removed in their entirety, and
 Update all cross-references located throughout the Code (e.g., §§ 10.03(6) and 10.05(10), the City’s Official Fee Schedule,

etc.)

Motion to recommend to Council to adopt a new Chapter in the City Code dedicated to ordinances regulating animals, and to
instruct the City Attorney to update the Municipal Code to include the new Chapter, to make the corresponding updates to §25.10,
“Bond Schedule for Ordinance Violations,” to change all of the ordinances moved in their entirety to the proposed new Chapter to
“Reserved,” for future code use, with the exception of §§12.08A and 12.13(M) which can be removed in their entirety, and to update
all cross-references located throughout the Code (e.g., §§10.03(6) and 10.05(10), the City’s Official Fee Schedule, etc. by Thurow,
seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried.

Review and possible recommendation to Council to amend Section 1.30, “Baraboo District Ambulance Commission” of the City
Code by combining and consolidating Chapter 28, “Baraboo District Ambulance Commission” into that Section.

Motion to recommend to Council to amended Section 1.30, “Baraboo District Ambulance Commission” of the City Code by
combining and consolidating Chapter 28, “Baraboo District Ambulance Commission” into that Section by Kierzek, seconded by
Thurow and unanimously carried.

Consider application for keeping chickens for Michael Lutz @ 418 10th Street

Ellington referenced a letter from Lutz requesting a waiver for the placement of the coop. The waiver was received after the agenda
was posted. A copy of the letter is included in the minutes of the meeting (Exhibit A)

Kierzek brought up a section in the Code that addresses the max size of a coop per chicken. Since there was an issue with the
number of chickens and the size of the coop, the application was postponed.

Motion to postpone consideration of application for keeping chickens for Michael Lutz @ 418 10th Street to the August 3rd meeting
by Thurow, seconded by Kierzek and unanimously carried.



Consider Request for Excessive Household Animals (4 Dogs) – Geri Pettersen

Ellington mentioned that a letter was received from Dave Mowers, Pettersen’s neighbor, sharing past experiences. The letter came
after the agenda was posted. A copy of the letter is included in the minutes of the meeting (Exhibit B).

Motion to approve and move on to Council the request for Pettersen’s Excessive Household Animals (4 dogs) by Kierzek, seconded
by Ellington and unanimously carried.

Member comments
The next meeting will be Monday, August 3, 2020 at 8:00AM CST. Meeting location will be 101 South Boulevard.

Motion to adjourn by Kierzek, seconded by Thurow and unanimously carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:36AM CST.

Respectfully submitted,
Cynthia Haggard, Finance Director
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115 6th Ave.
Baraboo,W I53913
July 1,2020

Adm inistrativeCom m ittee
City ofBaraboo
101 S outhBoulevard
Baraboo,W I53913
VIA E-M AIL

R e:ExcessiveHouseholdAnim alsR equestfrom 719 O akS treet

T ow hom itm ay concern:

W earew ritingtoyou today inresponsetoanoticew ereceivedtoday abouttherequestfrom M rs.Geri
P ettersenbeforeyourbody ontheM onday,July 6 agenda.W hilew eultim ately supportM rs.P ettersen’s
requestforanexem ption,w efeltitw asim portanttoshareourexperienceregardingherfam ily’sdogs
w ithyou.

W epurchasedourhom eat115 6th AvenueinM arch2017,m ovingheresothatDavecouldw orkat
T rinity EpiscopalChurch,w hichsitskitty-corneracrossthestreetfrom M r.andM rs.P ettersen’shom e.
Davegoesbackandforthtothechurchm ultipletim esdaily,eachtim ew alkingpasttheP ettersen
property.W henw em ovedin,M r.andM rs.P ettersenhadtw odogs,andthesedogsw ouldbarkatany
personw how ouldpassby onthesidew alk,oftenjum pingalongtheirsideofthefenceassom eone
w alkedby.InS eptem berthatyear,thosetw odogssiredalitterofapproxim ately 10 puppies.Atthe
tim e,M rs.P ettersenofferedoneofthepuppiestoourfam ily (w edeclined)buttoldusthattheir
fam ily’sintentionw astogiveallofthepuppiestootherhom es.How ever,tw oofthepuppiesrem ained
attheirhom e,soforthelasttw oandahalfyears,therehavebeenfourdogslivinginM r.andM rs.
P ettersen’shom e.

AsDavew ouldw alkby goingbackandforthtow ork,thetw oadditionaldogsquickly tookupthe
behavioroftheirparents,barking,snarlingandjum pingathim andatevery otherpersonpassingby
w hilethey w ereintheyard.Afterourthirdchildw asborninDecem ber2018,thefourdogsw ould
occasionally barkloudenoughtow akehim from sleeping(hisbedroom facestheP ettersenproperty).
T othisday,thedogsessentially barkcontinuously w heneveranyoneisvisibletothem .S oifthedogsare
outsideandw earestandingonourfrontporch,goingfrom ourfrontdoortoourcarsparkedonthe
street,orstandingoutsideinouryard,thedogsw illbarkuntilw eleaveoruntilthey arebroughtinto
thehouse.W ehaveonanum berofoccasionsthoughtaboutsettingupchairsonourfrontporchorin
ourfrontyardtoallow ourchildrentoplay onthesidew alkw ithgoodsupervision,butthepresenceof
thedogssocloseby haslim itedourability touseourproperty inthatw ay.

Additionally,thereisaneighbortothesouthoftheP ettersensw hooccasionally openshisw indow and
yellsbecauseofthenoisethedogsarem aking.T hisis,ofcourse,innow ay thefaultoftheP ettersens,
asthisgentlem en’sresponsesaresolely hisresponsibility,butw ehavechangedourbehaviorattim es
becausew ehavebeennervousaboutw alkingby theP ettersenproperty,causingthedogstobark,and
thenhavingthegentlem anyell(som etim esvulgar,profanethings)inthepresenceofourchildren.
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Asw estatedatthebeginning,notw ithstandingtheseconcerns,w esupportM rs.P ettersen’srequestto
retainthesedogs.W eknow thatanim alsbecom epartofourfam ilies.T hatisw hy w eresolved,even
thoughw eknew thathavingfourdogsw ascontrary tocity ordinance,andeventhoughthesedogsare
annoyingtous,thatw ew ouldnevercontactthecity toreporttheviolationoftheanim alordinance.
How ever,sincetheseproceedingshavestartedindependently ofus,w efeltitw asim portanttoshare
ourexperience.O urhoped-foroutcom einthiscasew ouldbefortheP ettersenstow orkw iththeirdogs
tohelpthem tobarkless,andbelessintrusivetopeoplew hoarepassingby theirproperty,andtohave
thisexem ptionapprovedw iththatconditioninplace.

P leaseletusknow iffurtherdetailsorinform ationw ouldbehelpful.

S incerely yours,

T heR ev.DaveandElizabethM ow ers

The Rev. Dave Mowers
Rector

Trinity Episcopal Church
111 Sixth St.
Baraboo, WI 53913

St. John the Baptist Episcopal Church
211 W. Pleasant St.
Portage, WI 53901

Baraboo Area Homeless Shelter
President, Board of Directors


