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PURPOSE

This guideline defines hose loads for apparatus, the type of hose for certain lays and how to deploy certain hoses.
RESPONSIBILITY

1. All Chief and Company Officers have the responsibility to comply with and ensure that the personnel under their command are adequately trained, fully understand, and comply with this guideline.

2. All firefighters have the responsibility to learn and follow this guideline.

GUIDELINE 
A. Hose Bed

1. Rear hose beds consist of 2 ½ or 3 inch dead lays and 5 inch supply hose. 
2. All hose bed lays are a flat lay with male coupling facing out or on top with either a gated wye (blue webbing attached) or a 2 ½ inch nozzle attached. (Refer to each apparatus inventory sheet for specifics)
3. The amount of hose in each part of the hose bed is marked on the corresponding hose bed divider.
4. When possible alternate every other fold at least six inches back so the hose load is straight up and down at the rear (tailboard) of the hose bed.
5. Rear Pre Connects - The rear three inch pre connects on all three Engines have the Blitz Fire Monitor attached

B. Speed Lays and Cross Lays

1. All speed lays and cross lays have a capacity of 200 feet.
2. Mercedes® hose is the only hose that is to be loaded on each speed lay.
3. All cross lays and speed lays are loaded with the triple layer hose load, neatly and flush with the edge of the body of the truck.
C. Front Bumper Loads

1. Key® Fire hose is used for the front bumper hose loads
2. Front bumper hand lines are 150 feet in length with combination nozzle attached.
3. Front bumper hose is a horseshoe load
D. Deploying Speed Lays and/or Cross Lays

1. Dependent on which side of the apparatus the hose is deployed from, the firefighter may have to grab a loop of hose first to get the loop with nozzle.

2. When fully deployed, the triple layer hose load is ready to be charged as the hose is laid out in a “Z or S”. 
3. When deploying a Speed Lay or Cross Lay one firefighter takes the nozzle and associated loop of hose to the front door. This firefighter moves away from this area to finish donning SCBA.

4. The other two firefighters assigned as hose team are in the process of donning SCBA and completing individual size up while the Cross Lay is being deployed. One firefighter becomes nozzle position and the other is the officer position.
5. The firefighter that initially deployed the hose load becomes the “door firefighter” after donning SCBA and completing individual size up. This firefighter is responsible for hose management at the door or wherever necessary.

6. In a confined space or when it is necessary to deploy cross lay parallel with apparatus, one firefighter takes the nozzle and another takes the first loop and deploys hose in opposite directions, with the nozzle towards the fire, until all hose is deployed.  The positions of the firefighters remain the same as described above.

E. Yard Lay

1. A Yard Lay is 2 ½ or 3 inch hose that is stretched from hose bed when the pre connected 1 ¾ inch hand lines are not long enough. A gated wye is attached to this hose as well as a loop of blue webbing that eases the deployment of the hose.
2. The hose packs are then connected to the yard lay’s gated wye. One hose pack has a gated wye attached to it, remove it and place it near the yard lay.
References - Risk and frequency classification information - http://firefighterclosecalls.com/sopsog.php
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