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PURPOSE

This guideline provides guidance in the event of a Tornado Warning issued for our response area.
RESPONSIBILITY

1. All Chief and Company Officers have the responsibility to comply with and ensure that the personnel under their command are adequately trained, fully understand, and comply with this guideline.

2. All firefighters have the responsibility to learn and follow this guideline.

GUIDELINE 
A. Tornado Warning

1. Tornado Warning is issued via “All Call” Tone and Outdoor Warning Siren activations

2. All available fire personnel shall respond to the fire station for spotter activities.

3. Immediate family members and pets (on leashes) are welcome to come with fire personnel to shelter at fire station.

4. The National Weather Service issues warnings on a latitude and longitude basis.

a. The warned area is usually in the shape of a polygon.

5. If any part of the response area for Baraboo Fire Department is not in the warned area, it is not necessary for spotting activities.

B. Personnel Assignments and Spotting Locations 
1. One Fire Department Officer shall establish Command of response and direct resources accordingly.
a. Sauk County Communications Center should be called on the telephone and advised of our activation.

2. An Engine Company shall respond to the following locations with at least minimum staffing (4 personnel)

a. Highway W, west of Wal-Mart in the electric substation drive

b. 813 Iroquois Circle in the Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints parking lot

c. A severe weather spotting chart is stored with the maps in each apparatus for reference
3. Other personnel available shall stay at the fire station to monitor situation and respond to other calls for service.

a. At least one firefighter shall monitor the base radio in the radio room and complete the following:

1. Accountability of personnel on all apparatus

2. Log for all apparatus deployed

3. Log for all radio transmissions from deployed apparatus

b. ICS Form 214 Unit Log is used for above information

1. Is located in drawer I Radio Room

C. Sighting of Tornado

1. Contact Sauk County Communications Center on EMS/Fire Repeater and advise the following information:
a. Location

b. Direction of travel

c. Funnel cloud is high or low

d. If there is touchdown, give location

e. Any other pertinent information
2. Exit apparatus and take shelter in low lying ditch area.  

a. Make sure helmet is on and fastened to your head

b. All other protective equipment is properly worn
c. It will be very difficult to “outrun” a tornado. If the tornado is moving away from the parked apparatus then the apparatus can be driven further away from the traveling tornado.

D. Shelter Location

1. The fire station is listed as a storm shelter for different areas in our response area.

2. Fire personnel shall welcome public into building and have them shelter in the following area(s)

a. Fire Department basement area 

b. Police Department basement area if handicap accessibility is necessary.

E. Reports

1. An incident report will be completed for the response.

2. All ICS  214 Unit Logs will be attached to the Incident Report

3. The number of incident reports completed will be dependent on the nature of the subsequent calls for service as a result of the Tornado Warning.

References: Risk and frequency classification information -http://firefighterclosecalls.com/sopsog.php, www.Respondersafety.com
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