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PURPOSE

This guideline provides direction for establishing a landing zone for a medical helicopter.
RESPONSIBILITY

1. All Chief and Company Officers have the responsibility to comply with and ensure that the personnel under their command are adequately trained, fully understand, and comply with this guideline.

2. All firefighters have the responsibility to learn and follow this guideline.

GUIDELINE 
A. Contact Information
1. Med-Flight will be contacted either by Sauk County Communications Center or by representative at the incident scene.

2. The telephone number is preprogrammed in all cellular phones carried on apparatus – (608) 263-3258

B. Aircraft Information
1. Aircraft travels at 150 MPH
2. Nose of aircraft is 12:00
3. The helicopter lands and takes off into wind if possible
C. Landing Zone 
1. The Landing Zone shall be a firm surface capable of supporting the weight of the helicopter and also convenient for patient loading.

2. The helicopter uses GPS Coordinates to locate the landing zone
a. When communicating GPS coordinates also give nearest road intersections and any landmarks.
b. Use decimal coordinates when reading coordinates back, i.e. N43.75.2
3. Landing zone is at least 150 feet by 150 feet or larger
a. Four tipped over orange cones are used for the corners of the landing zone and one upright orange cone is used to mark the wind direction

b. Helicopter pilots use night vision equipment for night flights.
1. Heat releasing equipment needs to be used to mark landing zone corners at night
c. Walk the area where Landing Zone is set up to check for debris

d. Wet Landing Zone if it is dusty to avoid “brown out” situation
4. Marc 2 is the Landing Zone Frequency
a. Alternate LZ is EMS C

5. There shall be one Officer/Firefighter designated as the Landing Zone Group Leader.

a. Radio Designation is “Landing Zone or LZ.
6. Keep emergency vehicles back at least 100 feet and spectators 200 feet from Landing Zone.
7. Once the helicopter is on the ground fire personnel shall secure entire site.
8. Pilot likes to meet with Landing Zone Group Leader
9. Maintain Landing Zone after takeoff in case of emergency return
D. Safety

1. Communicate with the pilot about other aircraft in the area or on scene
2. Let crew know of any hazardous material at the scene or on the patient
a. Make sure Landing Zone is located upwind in this situation
3. Full turnout gear, helmet with safety glasses worn are required when the helicopter is landing and taking off
References: Risk and frequency classification information -http://firefighterclosecalls.com/sopsog.php, www.Respondersafety.com, Med-Flight Training April, 2011
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