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	Issuance and Responsibility of Portable Radios
Policy # 100.24



PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to list the responsibilities and consequences of issuance of a portable radio to each member of the fire department.
RESPONSIBILITY

1. All Chief and Company Officers have the responsibility to comply with and ensure that the personnel under their command are adequately trained, fully understand, and comply with this policy.

2. All firefighters have the responsibility to learn and follow this policy.

POLICY

A. Every member of the Baraboo Fire Department will be issued an EF Johnson Viking VP600 Portable Radio with a speaker microphone.
B. The portable radio will be stored in each firefighter’s radio pocket inside of their structural turnout gear. The exception to this rule is Company Officers are allowed to take their portable radios home with them.

C. When the firefighter needs to don their grass fire gear they need to remember to take their portable radio with them.

D. Upon initial issuance and when returning from an emergency or non-emergency incident response, training exercise, other legal specific assignment, the portable radio shall be in non scan mode, on FG Red Channel and in the “locked” mode.

E. At no time shall an issued portable radio to a firefighter leave the fire station unless on an emergency or non-emergency incident response, training exercise, other legal specific assignment or directly authorized by the Fire Chief.
F. Each firefighter needs to learn the operational features of the portable radio and be prepared to use it during emergency, non-emergency incident responses, training exercises or other legal specific assignments.
G. Each firefighter shall change or charge their battery after extended use or monthly.  Spare battery and charging areas will be provided. Officers have their own chargers and spare batteries.

H. Each firefighter and officer is responsible for the care and maintenance of issued portable radio and is responsible for reporting any lost portable radio, damage or defects to the Fire Chief or designee upon discovery.

I. Any firefighter or officer that violates this policy and such violation results in the loss, damage or destruction of an issued portable radio is responsible for current replacement costs of the portable radio.
Reference: EF Johnson Viking VP600 Quick Reference Guide and other specific radio manuals, Risk and frequency classification information - http://firefighterclosecalls.com/sopsog.php
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