Call for Displays: County History = Community Assets

Sustain Sauk and the Sauk County Historical Society are requesting organizations, families, classrooms, individuals, and businesses to name what they value as a community asset and create an informational display for Earth Day. You are encouraged to create displays of treasured social, historical, and natural assets. In addi-tion, displays, which will be housed at the Historical Society, will be available upon request as May’s History Month exhibits for various community festivals, the county fair, for school tours, and maybe even at the State Capitol.
Creations must fit on a standard 24-inch by 36-inch “coroplast” board available at many local sign shops (the cost is about $4) and have corner grommets for hanging. One asset per board is recommended although some can be grouped together. Those that wander over governmental boundaries are eligible. Assets can be social, historical, and natural – scenic vistas, sanctuaries, refuges, parks and glens, landmarks, events, historic figures and businesses, or buildings of historic significance for events, people, or architecture. 

Brag! Community assets are a reason to brag! It is also possible to create more than one board!

· Participants need to contact Orris Smith at the Sauk County Historical Society at 356-1001 to announce the intended subject and leave contact information. The 24” x 36” coroplast boards need to be brought to the Van Orden Mansion, 532 4th Avenue, Baraboo, on or before April 1, 2009. Hours there are Tuesday through Saturday from noon to 4:30 p.m. 
In one corner of the display board, identify the location, possibly with a small map. On the back, place a label with the names of the creators and donors and contact information. For the society’s Cultural Assets file, please prepare a little history of the site and enclose in an envelope.

This project has been created by the Sauk County UW-Extension Office Arts and Culture Committee. 

· When creating your displays, please use copies, not originals, of photos and documents and secure them with adhesive to the corrugated plastic board, portrait or landscape style.

· Allow at least 1” margins around the edge of the coroplast board for grommets which most sign shops can install (or the Historical Society will charge $2 per board).

· Pamphlets or brochures that could be displayed nearby are recommended for maximum effect. They can relate to other aspects of the community.

Complete guidelines and requirements are available at the Historical Society and should definitely be reviewed. This additional information can be e-mailed or viewed online at www.saukcountyhistory.org. 

Volunteers from the municipalities are encouraged to sign up to host the display and to brag on Earth Day. The shifts are two hours long (10 a.m. to noon, noon to 2 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.). Volunteers can also help with set up and take down. Many hands make light work!

Participate! Call! Volunteer! Families and youth groups are encouraged to assist. In return you’ll discover more than a little fascinating information about Sauk County. If you think of additional assets later, create another display board. Like history, community assets are an on-going entity.

Eric Barth of Signature Signs at the USH 12 Bridge corner in Sauk City has the coroplast boards and will install grommets. He can advise or he can also make up the displays with materials supplied, put it on vinyl, and adhere it to the board. The boards are about $5, grommets about $2. Request the costs for making the display.[image: image1.png]
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