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It all began when. . .
· Some caring people decided it was time to clean things up along the Baraboo River and revitalize the area along this local natural resource.
· Tourism is a major economic activity in Baraboo; community leaders felt it is important not only to maintain this industry, but to also improve upon our opportunity to expand it in the future.
· Baraboo became a Sustainable Community in 2007 and it is an important goal to incorporate sustainable practices into our redevelopment work. Several brownfield sites have been identified in the redevelopment area and are targeted for cleanup.


Figure 1 - Current Baraboo River scene looking east
In the beginning, the Citizens for Waterfront Revitalization group worked hard with the DNR to remove the dams from the Baraboo River. It is now the longest open river in the state. Wisconsin Dells, Devil’s Lake State Park (1.5 million visitors per year), and Mirror Lake State Park attract many outdoor enthusiasts. The canoeists and kayakers regularly travel through the Baraboo Rapids. 

The City of Baraboo had an old industrial area running along both sides of the Baraboo River in what was once the heart of the original downtown area of Baraboo. Part of this area is a brownfield site where Alliant Energy operated manufactured gas plants on the property. In 2006 the City received a $2.5 million grant from the Department of Commerce to help the community kick off the redevelopment of the corridor between Broadway St. and Circus World Museum along the Baraboo River. There are many ideas for redeveloping this area and the plan below shows just one concept drawing put together by the City’s planners, Vandewalle & Associates. This drawing will at least give you an idea of the basic area that we are working on. 


Figure 2 - Redevelopment concepts along the Baraboo River
The purpose of redeveloping this area is to clean up the land along the river, add new economic opportunity and make the river more accessible to the general public. 

There are several properties in this area that are considered brownfield sites because they are contaminated by underground pollution. The grant money from Commerce had $200,000 set aside for the Circus World Museum, but the remaining $2.3 million goes toward implementation of the redevelopment plan. The first project will be the relocation of the Alliant Energy maintenance yard and office facilities to a new site outside of downtown at a cost of approximately $1 million. This site will then be offered for redevelopment. The map shows other sites that will be targeted for improvement in the future as opportunities present themselves.  On the east side of the redevelopment area the City proposes to relocate Veolia Waste Services. The plan calls for a combination of individual and mixed-uses comprised of residential and commercial development to be built in the area in the future. 

The City has received new development proposals for both the Veolia and Alliant sites. The City Council selected SARA Investments of Middleton to be the lead developer of the area. SARA is currently working with the City on redevelopment of the Veolia Waste Transfer site. The City has not given exclusive rights to SARA for development in this area and it is very likely that other companies will participate in projects. The City will relocate the Veolia business first, do environmental testing next, clean and clear the site, and then SARA will proceed with redevelopment of the site. Negotiations are underway with Veolia now for a relocation agreement. This project is good for downtown business as well as the community because it will move an industrial business that is not very compatible with the area off the river.

New buildings housing Alliant Energy’s offices and maintenance facilities have been constructed at a site on Commerce Ave. just north of Summit Credit Union. The City will be working with the DNR and the EPA on cleanup of the property after Alliant moves out of the site. This was previously the site of two manufactured gas plant operations owned by Alliant. The City used three EPA Assessment grants totaling $600,000 for Hazardous Materials and for Petroleum to do initial testing and environmental reports on the Alliant and Veolia sites. Other properties in the area may be eligible for testing through these grants. The City also won approval of three EPA cleanup grants for the Alliant site totaling $600,000. We expect the site to be ready for redevelopment in 2010. A fourth EPA assessment grant for $200,000 has recently been awarded to the City to do additional land testing.

The preliminary plans anticipate there will be mixed uses on both sites which means the development will probably contain a combination of office, retail and housing. This is a tax increment financing district (TID 8) which the City created in 2006. Green construction in this area is strongly encouraged by the development plan prepared by the Baraboo Economic Development Commission (BEDC). In addition, the Community Development Authority (CDA) is working on this project by providing grant management assistance and other economic development work.



This is an artist’s sketch of what the area could look like in the future. The river area would be cleaned up, non-native trees would be removed, vegetation would be restored to its natural state, the river area would be opened up for the trails on both sides, and new development along the river area would bring in new residents to this section of the city. Through this development, land values would be improved. The TID combined with the grant should cover the initial costs necessary to begin the redevelopment program. As new development takes place the TID could be used to help promote more redevelopment of the area.

The redevelopment area along the river is connected to Devil’s Lake State Park by the Ice Age Trail and it is planned for this trail to eventually run north to connect with Mirror Lake State Park. For more information about this program please see our web site at: http://www.cityofbaraboo.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={780133C9-2983-4D5D-9E9D-56A838F45F6C}&DE={6DA13B25-85B4-42AE-881E-B67EAED29CB8}
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