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PURPOSE

This guideline provides operational strategy when responding to rescue calls involving snowmobile crashes or other rescues off road during the winter/snow season.
RESPONSIBILITY

1. All Chief and Company Officers have the responsibility to comply with and ensure that the personnel under their command are adequately trained, fully understand, and comply with this guideline.

2. All firefighters have the responsibility to learn and follow this guideline.

GUIDELINE 
A. Incident Priorities

1. Life Safety

2. Incident Stabilization

3. Property Conservation 

B. Apparatus Response

1. Brush 2 needs to respond immediately towed by either Support 4 or Squad 5
a. The water should be drained from the tank  on Brush 2 prior to leaving 
b. Another fire department tow vehicle shall respond to the Law Enforcement Annex off of Sauk Avenue and tow the Sauk County snowmobile and rescue sled to the scene.

1. Fire department officers have the combination to the building

2. Enter the west side of the building

3. The trailer requires a two (2) inch ball

4. Wheel the trailer out overhead door and connect to tow vehicle outside

Exception: If a Sheriff’s Deputy is close to the Annex, they can tow to the scene. Communications with Dispatch is very important.
c. Coordination to transport the BDAS Polaris trailer to the scene shall be made with on duty EMS Personnel via BDAS Repeater frequency or 963-7577. 

1. If there is an adequate response of fire personnel, the Polaris trailer can be transported by BDAS Med Unit as tow vehicle with fire personnel driving.

C. All structural personal protective equipment (PPE) is required.
1. Snowmobile helmet is required for operation of snowmobile. There is one located on county snowmobile.
D. First arriving unit shall give first in report, establish or transfer Incident Command if not done already.
E. Gather as much information as to the location of the incident from Dispatch.
1. Consult snowmobile trail maps and other map resources.
F. Coordination of on scene resources
1. EMS personnel and equipment to the patient

2. Adequate fire personnel need to be transported to the scene to assist with patient care and movement.

3. Brush 2, BDAS Polaris and county snowmobile to location of patient for transport of personnel and patient to ambulance

4. Transport and assistance to Law Enforcement Officers for investigation of scene via Polaris or snowmobile.
G. Mutual Aid

1. Sauk City Fire Department has a Polaris Ranger for mutual aid for off road rescues

2. Prairie Du Sac Fire Department has a snowmobile and rescue sled for winter off road rescues

H. When assignment is complete all equipment is clean and returned to storage locations.
References: Risk and frequency classification information -http://firefighterclosecalls.com/sopsog.php
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