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Council Chambers, Municipal Building, Baraboo, Wisconsin 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Palm called the regular meeting of Council to order. 
Roll call was taken. 
Council Members Present: Wedekind, Kolb, Plautz, Sloan, Petty, Ellington, Alt, Robkin, Thurow  
Council Members Absent:  none 
Others Present: Chief Schauf, Clerk Giese, Adm. Geick, members of the press and others. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Moved by Ellington, seconded by Alt and carried to approve the minutes of November 24, 2015. 
 
Moved by Ellington, seconded by Alt and carried to approve the agenda. 
 
  Compliance with the Open Meeting Law was noted. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – The Mayor opened the public hearing relative to the proposed BID 
assessment for 2016. No one spoke and the Mayor closed the hearing. 
 
PUBLIC INVITED TO SPEAK –No one spoke. 
 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
The Mayor congratulated members of the Fire Department for years of service: 

Asst. Chief Thomas Goethel for 35 years of service; 
Captain Kevin Schell for 25 years of service; 
Firefighter John Rago for 15 years of service; 
Lt. James Carter for 10 years of service; 
Lt. Michael Carbonara for 5 years of service; 

       Firefighter Ian Crammond for 5 years of service 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Resolution No. 15-91 
THAT the Accounts Payable, in the amount of $466,400.72 be allowed and ordered paid. 

Moved by Sloan, seconded by Petty and carried on voice vote to approve the Consent agenda. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Resolutions: 

Resolution No. 15-92 
WHEREAS, the Common Council of the City of Baraboo held a public hearing in the 

Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m. on the 8th day of December, 2015 for the purpose of hearing all 
interested persons concerning the preliminary resolution and the report on the proposed assessments 
to be levied upon property within the District, and the estimated costs of the operating plan for the 
Business Improvement District, and heard all interested persons who desired to speak at the hearing; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of Baraboo, 
Sauk County, Wisconsin: 
 
 The report pertaining to the proposed assessments and plans, specifications and estimated 
costs for the Baraboo Business Improvement District is adopted and approved.  Payment of the 
assessments shall be made by assessing the properties benefited as indicated in the Report and that 
the assessments shown on the report, representing an exercise of police power, have been determined 
on a reasonable basis and are hereby confirmed.  The assessments are due and payable interest free 
on or before March 1, 2016 and assessments not paid by September 1, 2016 shall become a 
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delinquent tax against the property as provided by Section 66.60 (15), Wis. Stats. 
 
 The City Clerk shall publish the resolution as a Class 1 notice under Chapter 985, Wis. Stats., 
in the assessment district and a copy of this resolution and a statement of the final assessment against 
the benefited property shall be mailed to every property owner whose name appears on the 
assessment roll, whose post office address is known or can with reasonable diligence be ascertained. 

Moved by Wedekind, seconded by Sloan, and carried that Resolution No. 15-92 be approved 
– 9 ayes.  

 
 
MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR, AND COUNCIL COMMENTS 
The Mayor discussed the latest Legislative Bulletin concerning proposed legislation. Ald. Ellington 
reported on the first meeting of a drug task force to enable changes in a local drug treatment 
program. 

 
REPORTS and MINUTES 
The City officially acknowledges receipt and distribution of the following: 

Copies of these meeting minutes are included in your packet: 
 

Finance/Personnel Committee – Council Chambers      November 24, 
2015 
Members Present:  Petty, Sloan and Thurow 
Absent:  none 
Others Present:  C. Giese, E. Geick, W. Petersen, T. Pinion and others  
 
Call to Order –Ald. Petty called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. noting compliance with the Open Meeting Law. Moved by Sloan, 
seconded by Thurow to adopt the agenda and carried unanimously. Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow to approve the minutes of 
November 10, 2015. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Accounts Payable – Moved by Thurow, seconded by Sloan to recommend Council approval of the accounts payable for 
$705,077.96. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Alma Waite Budget – The committee reviewed the proposed Alma Waite budget for 2016, recommending the contribution to 
Concerts on the Square in the amount of $9877. Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow and carried unanimously to recommend to 
Council for action. 
 
Sanitary Sewer Utility  –  Wade Petersen presented the 2016 budget noting a 1% increase for city customers and 1.5% increase for 
rural customers.  The total budget is $1,393,511 and capital projects were reviewed including Hwy W and capital equipment. Moved 
by Sloan seconded by Thurow and carried to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Water Utility Budget– Wade Petersen presented the 2016 budget noting a 3% increase in water rates. Big projects are main 
replacements on Hwy W, near Circus World and on 4th Street. Moved by Thurow, seconded by Sloan and carried to recommend to 
Council for action. 
 
Storm Water Utility – Tom Pinion recapped the stormwater projects for 2016, dredging a pond, and installations in conjunction 
with street projects. Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow and carried unanimously to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Airport Budget –Cheryl Giese explained the Airport Budget for 2016 and covered the major project of designing the runway 
reconstruction.  Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow and carried to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Tax Levy – Ed Geick explained the tax levy was unchanged from the workshop several weeks ago. Moved by Sloan, seconded by 
Thurow and carried to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Architectural Firms – Tom Pinion explained that proposals were accepted for architectural design of the proposed Public Safety 
building. Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow and carried to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Budget Amendments – The Committee reviewed the 3rd quarter budget amendments. Moved by Thurow, seconded by Sloan and 
carried to recommend to Council for action. 
 
Concerts on the Square – Moved by Sloan, seconded by Thurow and carried to recommend to Council for action, the request of 
Gerald Stich for $9877 for the Concerts on the Square. 
 
Committee Comments:  None. 
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Adjournment – Moved by Thurow, seconded by Sloan and carried to adjourn. Motion carried, meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.     

 
Copies of these meeting minutes are on file in the Clerk's office: 
Public Arts Comt.  10-29-15   Police & Fire Comm.  10-19-15 
Plan Comm.  11-17-15   CDA Executive Comt.  11-10-15 
UW Campus Comm. 10-15-15   Library Board   10-20-15 
Plan Comm.  11-17-15 
  
 

PETITIONS, AND CORRESPONDENCE -- none 
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Moved by Wedekind, seconded by Kolb and carried unanimously to adjourn to closed session per SS 
19.85(1)( c)  to consider employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of 
any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 
The Council heard a report concerning police contract negotiations.  
 
 
OPEN SESSION 

Moved by  Ellington, seconded by Petty  and carried on a unanimous roll call vote to return to 
Open Session as per WI Stats 19.85(2) to address any business that may be the result of deliberations 
made in Closed Session. No action taken. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Kolb, seconded by Wedekind, and carried on voice vote, that the meeting adjourn.  
 
 
 
 
 

   Cheryl M. Giese, Clerk-Finance Director 
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