
How did Baraboo become known as “Gem” City….

When the old court house was first built it stood for years in the center of a

lot otherwise vacant, unadorned by lawn or walk by tree or shrub or flower.

The County Board refused time and again to appropriate a dollar for the

embellishment of or the care of the grounds. At length the horticulturists in

Baraboo took things into their own hands. They appointed a day for a “bee”

and called for volunteers to fix up the court-house yard. The volunteers

came with teams and tolls, trees and flowers. They also brought the women

folks along and had a picnic dinner. As a result of that day’s labor behold

the beautiful trees surrounding our court house. Those horticulturists built

better than they knew.

Baraboo was not then the beautiful city which we see today but that day

they crystallized the thought of what Baraboo should be. As the result of

the crystallized thought, the “Gem City” of the State. They also planted the

seed which has done much to unify the County. The beauty of the old court

house park developed a feeling of pride of County as shown by the practical

unanimity with which the County joined in the building of the new court

house.


