
 

FRIENDS OF THE BARABOO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

BOARD MEETING – April 14, 2015 
  

I. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
Attendance:  Meg Allen, Carol Fleishauer, Sue Oliver, Beth Persche, Robin Whyte 
Absent:  Merri Lindgren, Lori Von Asten             Guest:  Cathy Prescott 
 

II. Additions to Agenda:  None 
 

III. Review of minutes for March10, 2015 

 Under Book Sale:  change to “Robin researched”….dealers 

 Carol motioned, Meg seconded to approve the minutes as corrected; motion 
passed. 

IV. Financial Report   

Carol provided a copy of the 2015 budget, including YTD amounts as of 3-31-15. 

 Income was $694 and expenses were $3,756. 

V. Correspondence -  None 
 

VI. Reports from Committees, Officers, and Others 
A. Book Sale 

 Cathy Prescott is the new coordinator and has met with Franceen.   

 Franceen provided sign-up sheets for volunteers; Meg added one for set-up days. 

 Cathy will ask Franceen to forward electronic files to Meg. 

 Tables and some other things stored downstairs belong to FOTL. 

 Schedule for sale is May 6-9: Wednesday 5:00-8:15, Friends only; Thursday 9:00-

8:00; Friday 9:00-4:00; Saturday 9:00-4:00, with clean-up following. 

 Robin will have flyers printed by South Central Library System, 50-100, size 11x17, 

at approximately 10 cents per copy.  They will be sent to other libraries, and Carol 

will distribute downtown. 

 Meg has taken charge of the cash box before – donations, memberships, and sales 

are counted and put in the safe. 

 There are two sandwich boards with vinyl banners for use outside. 

 Robin will write up 2 press releases and send an email asking for volunteers. 

 Robin motioned, Carol seconded to revise the price lists, increasing the children’s 

books to $1.00 and the bag sale on Saturday to $5. 

 Laurie Dummer has previously priced the better books. 

 Robin has updated the membership form and card.  Board members should review 

and give any feedback.  It was suggested to add “member only event” as a benefit 

and “tax-deductible”. 

 Meg will arrange to have the books brought over from storage on Friday. 

 Cathy will attend the board meeting after the sale.     

B. Music 

 Robin mailed an acknowledgment to John Ellington and Marlys Schulz for donating 

their fee. 

 Beth and Robin will be looking for ideas for next year. 



 

 

C. Director’s Report/Library News, Activities, Events 

 A complete report from Meg is attached.   

 

D. Development Director’s Report 

 A bank is being asked to sponsor the summer teen reading program. 

 The Elks will be invited to participate in the “1000 Books Before Kindergarten” unit 
in the Big Top Parade this summer; they underwrote the program. 

 Robin is working on the database – there have been some problems with it. 
 

E. Library Board of Trustees Report  -  none 
 
VII.   Old/Unfinished Business 

A. Update on books for newborns 

 Presentation will be next Tuesday, time to be determined, with Julia, Merri and any 
board members who can be present. 

 A display will be set up at the library and a sample shown to the Board of Trustees. 
 

B. Annual Meeting 

 Jean Feraca has agreed to the $500 fee and is waiting for a date to be decided. 

 It will be held in the program room. 

 The program should be mentioned in the membership form. 
 

C.  Possible Mini Golf Fundraiser 

 The company would be in Illinois in March of 2016, and would come here for a 
reduced fee if scheduled at that time. 

 Beth had copies of emails from Rick explaining some procedures and ideas. 

 Kiwanis has a national foundation that sponsors signature events around the 
country – maybe a possibility? 

 Carol motioned, Sue seconded for Beth to contact Rick and set up the date of 
March 5, 2016 for a Mini Golf Fundraiser; motion passed. 

 
VIII. New Business 

A. Disbursements 

 $200 to Stephanie Seefeldt for May concert 

 $42.17 to Pierce’s for Friday coffee 

 $33.45 to Merri Lindgren for ribbon for the newborn books. 

 

B. May Music with Friends Concert date changed to May 14. 

 

C. Profit allocation of May book sale 

 Meg would like to see a certain dollar amount for a fireplace insert. 

 Robin motioned, Carol seconded to allocate $3000 from the May Book Sale for 

installation of a gas insert in the upstairs fireplace; motion passed.  

IX. Next meeting date:  Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

X. Adjournment at 6:35 p.m.  Motion by Meg; second by Robin. 
 
Susan Oliver, Meeting Minutes Recorder 
  
 



 

 
 
Friends Board Meeting 

April 14, 2015 

Director’s Report 

 

 Today poet, memoirist, and publisher Michael Czarnecki is here.  He led a Palm of the Hand memoir workshop at 

12:30 and will present a travel log of his 48- state poetry tour in 2013 – Poems Across America to night at 7pm.  

Plans are underway to create a Sauk County memoir published by Michael’s publishing house.  Details to follow. 

 On March 19 Roger Reynolds presented a program on deep mulch gardening as part of the Seed Library Series; next 

up is composting and vermiculture with Master Gardeners Doreen Hamburg and Jill Messmer on April 23.   

 Third Civic Engagement program on emergency management was postponed from 3/26 to 4/30.  The UW 

Basketball Badgers played in the Sweet Sixteen against North Carolina on 3/26. May is Older Americans Month and 

the program will focus on how older adults can take charge of their health, get engaged in the community, and 

address issues such as elder abuse and neglect. 

 Cordless phones were delivered and installed; thanks again to the Baraboo Elks Lodge for providing the funding for 

this improvement. 

 New photocopier will be installed on April 20.  Both copiers will be networked for scan to email functionality.  

 In mid-May a door assist will be installed on one leaf of the back doors to improve the accessibility of the entrance.  

The doors will be re-painted after the work is complete.  This will complete the work funded by the 2014 Big Dig 

Grant. 

 Youth Department News: 

o Video game design workshops for teens were presented by a professional game designer throughout the 

month of March.  Participants will also be taking a field trip to Wizard Quest in May.  The workshop series 

was made possible by a Teen Tech Week grant from Best Buy and the American Library Association Young 

Adult Services Association. 

o An application was submitted to the St. Clare Health Care Foundation for a Healthy Community Partnership 

grant to help fund the StoryWalk® at City View Park.  

o Anne and Carey will lead a Zoo/Science Scavenger Hunt that will take place at the zoo this Saturday, April 

18. 

o Painting in the front stairway to the lower level for the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten “Wall of Fame” will 

get underway this month.  Graduates since the program started last August will have the opportunity to 

ride a float in the Big Top Parade on July 25.  

o Plans for summer reading are nearing completion.  The theme for 2015 is “Every Hero has a Story.” 

 


